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Hiamburgag, Germany 


Notes on Bolivian Tephrocacti 


‘There are two vroup vlobular Opuntioideae in the Bolivian high 


I Pephrocactus constant torm and >) dustro: yiindropuntia 


; 


verschaffeltu and vestita ot inconstant torm. In my synopsis they tall 


sudDNAaATIONEes lustrosphaeropuntiae and 


lustrocylindropuntiae. he 


cylindropuntiae include South American torms without sheaths on 


the spines observed. Cylindropuntia is a northern group with sheaths. 


fustrocylindropuntia verschatteltss of Northern Bolivia 


Hower! ig. 1). In the photo both are visible, the globular and the 


is shown if) 
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\ \ i i Ai. fustro piindropuntia i'é Tita VrOWs iT} the 


same wav. I his 


species has two torm: the Type, with rather short leaves and (2) var. 
miayor Backby. with rather long leaves, In their habitat fustrocylindro 
phuntia teres, verschatteltu and vestita have vlobular torms: when brought 
into the lowland they become evlindrical, showing that they 
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‘This means that (Jpuntia pentlandu is not the plant described by Britton 
and Rose under this name! Burt all characters agree with the plant shown in 
iy. 2. This was rediscovered by Mrs. Wilke whom I have known for 


17 vears as a keen observer of the Bolivian cacti, It grows on the Pampa 


; 
Ni ox hara neal Tupiza nearls hidden in the soil. and the red Howers appear 


almost trom the ground. In the photo can be seen a thin-skinned fruit, which 
obviously had red flesh. This is one ot the dwarfish ‘Lephrocacti, ‘“caults 
humilis’, as Salm-Dyck said, with small, flat tubercles, with a_ little 
vellowish felt in the areoles, the spines deflexed and slender, just of the size 
given in Salm-Dyck’s description. Some of the spines are at first yellowish, 
others white. | counted up TO SIX. 

With the rediscovery ot the true 7 phrocactus pentlandu, the “‘most 
characteristic plant of the high pampas” becomes Tephrocactus bolivianus 
(S.-D.) Backby. Vhis plant is shown in Fig. 3. It was collected by Mrs. 
Wilke at LTres Palcos, where she saw pale yellow flowers. Rose says that 
the Hower-color vanes to deep red. Also the color and number of spines are 
very variable. | counted as many as 20: some are at times very short and 
bristly, others to 7 cm long, strong and pungent, spreading in all directions 
and also erect Joints ire Trom bright vreen tO olive vreen, spine-color trom 
vellowish white to brown and horn-colored. The tubercles are rather large, 
the yoints ovoid. [The length of the spines is 4-4 “pollicares”’ t.e. about 6-8 
cm). [This the mos himportant characteristic agrees with the description of 


(Jpuntia holt ladrid » [) 


\MIost probably Salm-Dyck yvave the name “Opuntia boliviana’ to 


characterize it as the typ al Bolivian species of this yroup. 

Also ot this relationship is Tephrocactus subinermis Backbg. big. 
1) which | found on the high pampas of Northern Bolivia. Dr. 
C rdenas, anothe keen observer ot the Bolivian cactus Hora. recentl\ sent 
me a photo Of a plant tound near Oruro, Opuntia Le phrocactus) poznan 
ckhyana Card. The rWonmts are a little longish as IT} Te phro actus subinermis PP 
with curved, weak spines, nearly bristly, close to the joints. Dr. Cardenas 
also sent a photo oT another ls hhrocactus nearl\ hidden in the soil, rrowinyg 
neal Atocha Potost ) it JOO Mm SAIniG aS Ie phroc. pe ntlandu It IS cA 
compact mass of longish joints with black spines at the top. I don’t know 
vet what name the discovere! ly is viven fo this species, 

()t the venus Lephrocacti ind the Pentlandiu yroup there are still other 
species in Bolivia fire YY mulkeanus ac kby.. with tew white bristly 
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A PLEA FOR SUCCULENTS 


many gardeners who abhor succulents. On question 
ing, we find most of them think all succulents are horrid spiny plants, and 


the others apparently have an inherited prejudice against them. 


We admit that an all-succulent-garden or a cactus collection ts pretty 
hard tor a gardener to assimilate who is accustomed to lawn paths, and box 
hedges, Peonies, Lilacs and Mock Orange. Nevertheless we feel that 
succulents can be mixed in with other plants and make as tnendly a picture 
as it is possible to create. Kleinia under Olive trees, Aloes and Heather, 
Cotyledons in a wall are superb. Judged as line and color compositions they 
are the equal of any plant combinations. Judged by those who have a 
sentimental attachment tor Azaleas, Rhododendron, Laurel and the woods, 
plants of a temperate climate they are anathema. Judged by suitability to 


our climate and soil conditions they are pertect. 


(Critics of succulents sav thev are unnatural. [Those who live in Santa 
Barbara need only drive up to the Blaksley Botanic Garden and look at the 


7 , 
bank on the east side of the creek just below the dam to see masses of 
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Dudleyva growing wild. [Travelers to Ensenada in Lower California will 
see acres of succulents combined with many difterent shrubs, herbs and 
Howers growing on mesas and mountains. Few there are who come back 
trom such a trip without a desire to grow at least one of the beautiful 


silver-vrev Dudlevas which make such tascinating rosettes on the rock clifts 


beside the highw i\. 
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CRASSULA GRISEA Schonl 


\uTuHor, in Botanic Garden, 1947 
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OF GREAT BRITAIN 


20 Pages - Informative Articles - Well Illustrated 


Published quarterly. 12 Shillings a year with membership 21 Shillings 
Send subscriptions to Box 68, Pasadena, California or to 


THE EDITOR, 7 Deacons Hill Road, Eistree, Herts, England 








THE CACTI OF ARIZONA 


By DR. LYMAN BENSON 


148 pages of text, 3/ piotes inciuding colored plates. Gives much heipfu 
information on soil, water and light requirements for growing cacti. An up 
to date reciassification f all the species and varieties of cacti growing in 


Arizona. (1950) Bound. Price — $4.00. 
BOTANICAL BOOKS, 3066 Georgia St., Oakland 2, Calif. 








KAKTEEN UND ANDERE SUKKULENTEN — Publication of the newly 
reorganized Deutsche Kakteengesel!lschaft. Subscription to start October 
1949 as 3 numbers have already been issued. Sole agent in U.S. Per year 


—$1.50. 


CACTEES by A. Bertrand G A. Guillaumin. 129 pages, 49 black and white 
excellent ill., and 10 colored reproductions. Worth price of book. Price — 
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